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 Introducing the Author : James Joyce 

James Joyce was an Irish novelist, short story writer, and poet, widely 
considered one of the most influential writers of the 20th century. He was 
born on February 2, 1882, in Dublin, Ireland, and died on January 13, 1941, 
in Zurich, Switzerland. Joyce is best known for his groundbreaking works 
such as "Ulysses" (1922), a novel that takes place over a single day in Dublin, 
paralleling the journey of Homer's Odyssey; "A Portrait of the Artist as a 
Young Man" (1916), a semi-autobiographical novel that follows the growth 
and development of Stephen Dedalus; and "Dubliners" (1914), a collection 
of short stories depicting the lives of Dublin's middle-class residents. 

 Joyce’s Writing Style:  

Joyce's writing is characterized by its experimental narrative techniques, 
stream-of-consciousness style, and linguistic innovation. His works often 
explore themes of identity, alienation, religion, and the complexities of 
human experience. Despite facing censorship and controversy during his 
lifetime, Joyce's works have profoundly impacted modern literature and 
continue to be studied and celebrated by scholars and readers worldwide. 

 Some of the major works of James Joyce: 
 Dubliners" (1914)  

 "A Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man" (1916)  



2 | P a g e  
 

 "Ulysses" (1922)  

 "Exiles" (1918)  

 "Finnegans Wake" (1939)  

Among all these works, particularly "Ulysses" and "A Portrait of the Artist as 
a Young Man," are considered masterpieces of modernist literature and have 
had a profound influence on subsequent generations of writers and artists. 
 

 STREAM OF CONSCIOUSNESS  
It is a narrative technique used in literature to depict the continuous flow 

of thoughts, feelings, and sensations passing through a character's mind. It 
aims to capture the inner workings of the human consciousness in a way 
that reflects the unstructured, often chaotic nature of thought.  

Some of the important characteristics of the Stream of Consciousness 
technique in literature include: 
* Internal Monologue: Stream of consciousness often presents a character's 
thoughts as if they were spoken aloud, allowing readers to access the 
character's innermost thoughts and perceptions. 
* Fragmentation: Rather than following a linear or structured narrative, 
stream of consciousness often involves fragmented and disjointed prose, 
reflecting the spontaneous and non-linear nature of thought. 
* Association: Stream of consciousness frequently involves the free 
association of ideas, with thoughts and memories flowing seamlessly from 
one to the next, often triggered by external stimuli or internal reflections. 
*Lack of Punctuation: Stream of consciousness writing may eschew 
traditional punctuation conventions, using dashes, ellipses, and other 
stylistic devices to convey the fluidity and immediacy of thought. 
*Subjectivity: Stream of consciousness writing is highly subjective, offering 
readers a direct access to a character's perspective and worldview, without 
the mediation of an omniscient narrator. 

Numerous writers throughout literary history have used stream of 
consciousness, but it became particularly prominent in the early 20th century 
with the rise of modernist literature. Writers such as James Joyce, Virginia 
Woolf, and William Faulkner experimented with the stream of consciousness 
to explore the complexities of human consciousness and subjective 
experience, pushing the boundaries of narrative form and style in the 
process. 
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 James Joyce’s Short Story “Araby”: A Brief Introduction 
"Araby" is a short story by James Joyce, first published in his collection 

"Dubliners" in 1914. “Dubliners" (1914) is a collection of fifteen short stories 
portraying the lives of ordinary Dubliners, exploring themes such as 
paralysis, epiphany, and the search for identity  

This short story is narrated by a young boy who experiences his first 
infatuation and disillusionment in the streets of Dublin. 

The narrative comprises of the protagonist, a young boy living with his 
aunt and uncle in Dublin, who becomes infatuated with his friend Mangan's 
sister. He watches her from a distance, feeling a mixture of longing and 
admiration. He imagines himself as a heroic figure, willing to undertake great 
deeds to win her favour. One day, the girl finally speaks to him, asking if he 
plans to go to Araby, a bazaar in Dublin. She could not go herself because 
she had to attend a religious retreat. The boy promises to bring her back a 
gift from the bazaar, seeing it as an opportunity to impress her. The boy 
eagerly anticipates the trip to Araby, but when the time comes, his uncle is 
late returning home, delaying his departure. When he finally arrives at the 
bazaar, it is almost closing time, and most of the stalls are already closed. 
Disappointed and disillusioned by the shabbiness of the bazaar and the 
realization that his romantic idealization of Mangan's sister was unfounded, 
the boy leaves empty-handed. 

"Araby" is a poignant exploration of themes such as disillusionment, 
the loss of innocence, and the limitations of romantic idealism. It reflects 
Joyce's preoccupation with the paralysis of Dubliners trapped in the 
mundane routines of their lives and the failure of their dreams to materialize. 
The story is notable for its vivid evocation of Dublin's streets and its 
masterful use of symbolism and imagery to convey the protagonist's 
emotional journey. 

 

 The several layers of significance within James Joyce's short 
story “Araby”: A Brief Discussion 

 
*Geographical Reference: Araby is a reference to a real-life bazaar located in 
Dublin. It was a famous market in the city during Joyce's time, known for its 
exotic goods and foreign wares. The choice of this specific location adds to 
the story's realism and serves as a backdrop for the protagonist's journey. 
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*Symbolism of the Exotic: The name "Araby" evokes a sense of exoticism and 
mystery. For the protagonist, who is infatuated with Mangan's sister, the idea 
of Araby symbolizes an escape from the drudgery of his everyday life in 
Dublin. It represents the allure of the unknown and the promise of adventure. 
*Theme of Disillusionment: The title "Araby" also serves as a contrast to the 
reality the protagonist encounters. While he imagines Araby as a place of 
wonder and enchantment, his experience at the bazaar is disappointing and 
disillusioning. The disparity between his romantic expectations and the harsh 
reality of the bazaar underscores the theme of disillusionment that runs 
throughout the story. 
*Biblical and Literary Allusions: The name "Araby" may also carry biblical and 
literary connotations. In the Bible, Arabia is often associated with exoticism 
and distant lands. Additionally, the title may allude to "The Arabian Nights," 
a collection of Middle Eastern folk tales known for their fantastical and 
imaginative stories. These allusions add depth to the story's themes and 
enrich its symbolic significance. 

Thus, "Araby" encapsulates the story's themes of longing, 
disillusionment, and the clash between romantic idealism and harsh reality. 
It serves as a powerful symbol that resonates throughout the narrative, 
imbuing the story with layers of meaning and significance. 

 "Araby" as a Modernist Short Story: A Brief Discussion 
This Short story has several characteristics that align with the modernist 

literary movement of the early 20th century. Some of them are discussed 
below for an in-depth understanding 
*Fragmentation of Consciousness: The narrative in "Araby" reflects the 
fragmented and subjective nature of the protagonist's consciousness. 
Through the use of stream-of-consciousness techniques, Joyce delves into 
the inner thoughts and perceptions of the young boy, capturing his shifting 
emotions, desires, and perceptions as he navigates through the streets of 
Dublin and experiences the highs and lows of his infatuation. 
*Exploration of Subjectivity: The story focuses on the subjective experience 
of the protagonist, highlighting his perspective and worldview. Joyce 
immerses readers in the boy's internal world, presenting events and 
characters through his filtered perceptions. This emphasis on subjectivity is 
a hallmark of modernist literature, which sought to convey the complexity 
and diversity of human consciousness. 
*Disillusionment and Search for Identity: "Araby" explores themes of 
disillusionment and the fragmentation of identity, which are central concerns 
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of modernist literature. The protagonist's romantic idealism is shattered by 
the harsh reality of the bazaar, leading to a profound sense of 
disappointment and alienation. This disillusionment reflects the broader 
disillusionment felt by many individuals in the wake of World War I and the 
collapse of traditional values and beliefs. 
*Use of Symbolism and Imagery: Joyce employs rich symbolism and vivid 
imagery throughout "Araby" to convey deeper layers of meaning and evoke 
emotional responses in readers. The bazaar itself becomes a symbol of the 
protagonist's aspirations and the elusive nature of fulfillment, while imagery 
such as light and darkness, sound, and color are used to heighten the story's 
atmosphere and mood. 
*Focus on Urban Life and Alienation: Like other modernist works, "Araby" is 
set against the backdrop of urban life, specifically the streets of Dublin. 
Through his portrayal of the city and its inhabitants, Joyce captures the sense 
of alienation and dislocation experienced by many individuals in the modern 
world, as well as the pervasive feeling of isolation and ennui that 
characterizes urban existence. 

 "Araby" can thus be seen as a modernist short story that reflects the 
stylistic and thematic innovations of the modernist literary movement, 
including its exploration of consciousness, subjectivity, disillusionment, and 
the fragmentation of identity. 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Hudson, William Henry. An Introduction to the Study of Literature. Atlan c 
Publishers and Distributors, 1998, 2006.  
Joyce, James. Dubliners. 1911. Edited by Jeri Johnson, Oxford World’s 
Classics, 2000. 
      


